
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                            OCTOBER 16, 2016 
  
ORDINARY  TIME – 22nd  SUNDAY  AFTER  PENTECOST 
 
RECOLLECTING  OURSELVES  FOR  WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 

Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 278 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
 
Gracious God, you are the one I turn to when my mind is 
disquieted and disrupted.  I turn to you in an effort to calm my 
mind and restore its balance.  Calm and balance are so vital to 
me that I tend to live my life by following routines.  I certainly 
follow routines in my behaviors, but more importantly I do the 
same thing in my thinking and feeling.  I repeatedly visit the 
same thoughts and feelings.  I never consider that you could be 
the source of any disquiet and disruption that come to me.  
Since you are the creator of insight, my disquiet could be 
caused by thoughts or feelings you press on me and now seek 
recognition; they are pounding on the door of my awareness.  
If this is the case, it is foolish to ask you to quiet any disruption 
you are initiating.  In saying this, I realize I have made you into 
a routine in that I routinely expect you to calm me, and never 
expect you to disquiet me. 

 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 

Assurance of Pardon 
 
 
 
 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Luke 18:1-8 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 375 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 191 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY      10:00  Worship 
         11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
         11:30  Lunch 
MONDAY   1:00  Centering Prayer, at church 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle C for October 23, 2016 
Joel 2:23-32; Psalm 65; 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18; Luke 18:9-14 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Jenny Goldgur. 
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This symbol is known as a “Triquetra.” 
It is a symbol for the Trinity. 
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Ordinary Time – 22nd Sunday after Pentecost (Luke 18:1-8) 
 We often approach God as we would a vending machine, and 
think of prayer as the way we get the vending machine to dispense 
what we want. When we are young, approaching God in this way 
this is an important and necessary aspect of growing up. Part of 
growing up is being able to value what we want and finding the 
strength to ask for it. Having said that, in the world beyond 
childhood and youth, this is an insufficient way to think of prayer. 
The word in this text translated as “pray” is a Greek word meaning 
“to pray to God, i.e. supplicate;” it comes from a root meaning “to 
wish toward.” Supplicate means “to ask for humbly and earnestly;” 
from “suppliant,” from “supple,” from a root meaning “to be flat.” 
What supplicate describes is an attitude where our hearts and 
minds are metaphorically horizontal, i.e. they yield or acquiesce to 
being influenced, rather than being metaphorically vertical, i.e. 
fixed or rigid and therefore closed to being influenced. Think of 
“supple:” “readily bent; pliant…yielding or changing readily.” To 
pray to God is to wish toward God, asking to have a mind/heart 
that is pliable, flexible, able to be shaped and molded, open to 
being moved with regard to something that is on our mind and 
heart. We tend to think that through prayer we will induce God to 
make something happen to whatever we pray about, that God will 
change it or them. It would be more accurate to think that through 
prayer the way we think, feel, see or act will change, that we will 
be bent and/or modified so that we can perceive differently 
whatever is on our mind, or interact with it differently. As a 
consequence of this internal change being worked in us, a 
corresponding change might be worked in someone else or in some 
situation, but that would not be the focus of our prayer. We need 
to keep this understanding in mind, where prayer is the way we are 
changed; otherwise we will not grasp that God always responds to 
our prayers and how God does so; and, we will be disappointed 
when the outward change we are seeking does not occur. In this 
way of understanding prayer, we “listen for, are receptive toward, 
or open-minded regarding” the insights and perceptions which 
enter our awareness. Equally important, we need to be willing to 
be surprised, since sometimes what enters our awareness will 

induce us to consent where we would have opposed, or to oppose 
when we might otherwise have acquiesced. 
 Let’s say we want something and our efforts to secure it have not 
been successful, so we pray and ask God to get it for us. God will 
look below the surface of our request and inquire as to the 
difference between what we want and what is needed. Praying in 
the sense of having a supple mind is required in order to explore the 
difference between want and need, and the connection between 
the two. If our minds are rigid and remain focused on what we want, 
we will not be able to consider that something important may lie 
beneath what we want, something deeper that it is vital to ponder. 
Also, we will not be able to entertain other ways of understanding 
or approaching what we are facing, ways which may be more 
suitable and/or effective than what we are now committed to. 
 Today’s text is reminding us [verse 1] that “it is necessary” to 
pray “every when” [i.e. in every situation that is presented to us, 
when it is presented to us]; and, it is encouraging us to not be “weak 
(in heart)” about doing so [quotes indicate the Greek]. The story 
illustrates that it is even necessary to be bothersome about this. If 
we are this persistent in “wishing toward” God’s granting us a 
mind/heart that is supple, the promise is made that we will get 
“justice.” What is important here is that the word translated as 
“justice” is different from the word normally used. Normally the 
word translated into English as justice means “equitable and fair 
treatment.” In this text the word used means “to vindicate.” 
Vindicate means: “1) to defend, give evidence or argument that 
justifies; 2) to clear of accusation, blame, suspicion or doubt with 
supporting arguments or proof; 3) to provide justification or 
support for; 4) to justify or prove the worth of; 5) to defend, 
maintain or insist on the recognition of.” 
 We are to be bothersome in wishing to have a mind/heart that is 
pliable, flexible, able to be shaped and molded, open to being 
moved with regard to something that is on our mind and heart. If 
we persist and are even bothersome about this, what will come to 
us will be the thoughts/feelings which 1) defend such a mind and 
give evidence or argument that justify having it; 2) clear us of 
accusation, blame, suspicion or doubt with supporting arguments 



or proof for having such a mind; 3) provide justification or support 
for having such a mind; 4) justify or prove the worth of having such 
a mind; 5) defend, maintain or insist on the recognition of such a 
mind. I suggest these come to us through the inner arguments that 
form in us over the issue of insisting on what we want versus 
opening to being supple and flexible about what we want. Part of 
growing up is learning to stand up for ourselves and what we want 
and need. In situations where we have the ability to do this, what 
we are talking about here presents itself—that it is important and 
necessary to learn to question what we want, and to seek to see 
things from another, a different and a broader perspective. 
 Praying is not so much about saying words. It is about living in a 
frame of mind that is receptive to the way God moves and shapes 
our hearts and minds. The counsel is to be persistent in wishing 
toward God’s making us supple in regards to something we are 
facing. If we do, God will grant justice to us; God will vindicate 
[prove the worth of] a more flexible and receptive mind by helping 
us see, understand and act differently towards whatever is on our 
hearts and minds. Prayer is what we do to open ourselves to the 
work God does to transform us, and transforming us is the way God 
transforms the world. A way to reframe the question asked at the 
end of the text can be: “Is anyone convinced enough that this is the 
way life is transformed, that they would open to it and seek it in 
the middle of the many issues that are faced in our normal life?” 

[Jim Robie, 10-13-16, 22nd Sunday after Pentecost in Cycle C, Luke 18:1-8] 
 

 
 


